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Happy February! I hope that 2019 has started off
great for everyone. I am excited about what 2019
holds for us as a church. I thoroughly enjoyed worshiping and celebrating with you throughout Advent
and Christmas seasons. One of my highlights was
our Christmas Eve Service where many of our congregation, family members and community friends
joined together to focus on God the father sending
Jesus the son for the redemption of the world!
Thank you all for leaning into the church during this
holy season to experience what Christ has for you.
I have also enjoyed setting our foundation during
January for strong ministry in 2019. Our ministry
teams have been meeting and planning opportunities to Reach, Grow, and Serve in order to meet
God’s call to be a light for Christ. We concluded our
series Looking Back to Move Forward where we
looked at four Old Testament stories that teach
lessons to help us in our faith journey in 2019. We
are now focusing on a series on our mission called
Reaching, Growing and Serving!
Last year our church began a new organizational
structure under these three important words. I am
hoping that during this series you will see the heart
of our church and our desire to connect with people
and support them in their journey as Christ followers. I also hope that you have a better understanding of how these three words describe and invite
you to join in the mission of our church every day.
I have a couple dates I want you to put on your calendar. One is the next two Sundays Feb 10th and
17th. As I said above we will be looking at Reaching, Growing and Serving. This is the mission state-

ment of our church and I hope we can all embrace
it and let it impact us daily.
Also, this Sunday we will continue our confirmation
meetings with the kids. We will meet in the fellowship hall at 5pm. Confirmation is a time for our
youth to learn about the basics of the Christian
faith, the church and unique elements of the United Methodist church. I would like all of our 6th and
7th graders who have not been through confirmation to consider being a part of this experience. We
will go on special trips, a retreat and meet weekly
together. If you have questions please call me at
501-676-1718 to talk about it.
Another important date is Sunday, February 10 at
4pm. If you have child who is in 2nd to 5th grade I
would love to meet with you about some possible
new children’s ministries. I would like to share
some ideas with you as parents and talk about
what we might do this spring and summer. Please
put this important date on your calendar.
Thank you again for the way you have welcomed
me into your community over the last six months. I
am excited about the New Year and all of the possibilities it holds for us.
See you soon!
You Matter To God,
Rob
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Bring your appetites and join us for a Fat Tuesday
Supper on Tuesday, March 5th at 6:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Red Beans and Rice and Duck
Gumbo will be on the menu.
You may purchase tickets now from Matt Boyles (870)
830-0679 or the Church Office. Tickets are $15 each
and all proceeds will benefit the Lonoke Methodist
Youth. So bring your friends and
family and join us for lots of fun and
fellowship.

By: Greg Taylor
The Sanctuary choir is back on the
regular schedule. You are welcome to join
us as we continue to prepare for Sunday
morning worship. Easter season will be
here soon! We will begin rehearsing Easter
music on February 27th. Please join us.
Fletcher Memorial Handbells rehearse
every Wednesday at 5:30pm. We have an
opening in the bass bells for a ringer!
Contact Greg Taylor if you are interested in
ringing!

—
Submitted by: Danny Wright
Group needs to develop an “action statement” that encompasses the purpose and goals of the group.
Areas discussed in the past that we may want to support:
Church Daycare Center—providing relief to workers during the day, helping with facility clean up,
providing substitutes for when teachers are sick, etc. Rob will follow up with Tara to determine what the
needs are for the center that we can help with.
Family Resource Center—new board of directors Karen James is looking at opportunities for grants to
expand the facility and services. Currently the youth are helping on Wednesday nights.
Backpack project—need a champion to help with fund raising for this project within our church.
Church building upkeep—example establish a clean up day for March 30th. Identify what needs to be
done and announce in bulletin to church.
Serving those in congregation that have needs—example transport to do errands, small repairs to
homes, smoke detector batteries etc.
Serving those in the community—example “Rebuilding Community Project” and town clean up with
Lonoke 2022 Beautification team, hot dog give away, etc.
Next meeting is Sunday, February 17th at 5pm. Come with specific ideas for projects to initiate.
Committee will identify which ones to focus on in 2019 and to announce these opportunities for service
in the church bulletin.

Page 3

Christmas parties, caroling and celebrating Pastor Rob’s birthday. The youth had a
wonderful ending to 2018 and an exciting start to the new year. Stay tuned, great things
are coming for our FUMC Youth in 2019!

Lonoke First United Methodist Church
220 South Center Street, P.O. Box 152
Lonoke, Arkansas 72086
(501) 676-6767

Worship Info
9:00am—Contemporary Worship
10:00am—Sunday School
11:00am—Traditional Worship

fumclonoke@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Children’s Parent Meeting, Sunday, February 10th at 4pm.
Confirmation Meeting, Sunday, February 10th at 5pm.
Prayer Meeting, Sunday, February 10th at 6pm. Everyone is welcome.
Serving Committee Meeting, Sunday, February 17th at 5pm. The following areas were discussed in the
last meeting: church daycare center, Family Resource Services, backpack project, church building
upkeep, serving congregation members that are in need, serving the community. If anyone is
interested in being involved in any of these projects, please attend the next meeting and come with
specific ideas on how to initiate the projects.
Growing Committee Meeting, Tuesday, February 26th at 6pm. They will continue to meet every 4th
Tuesday of the month.
Youth Group will meet every Wednesday at the church at 6pm, volunteer at the food pantry and have a
meal at 6:30pm.
The Handbells will meet at the church every Wednesday at 5:30pm.
The Choir will meet at the church every Wednesday at 6:30pm.
Fat Tuesday Duck Gumbo Supper (youth fundraiser), Tuesday, March 5th, 6:30pm. Tickets are
available now in the church office for $15 each.
5th Sunday Pancake Breakfast. Sunday, March 31st. Details are TBA.

Worship Info
Our prayers are with Carl Toombs, David Duncan, Joseph Neal Anderson, Lindsey Davis, Gloria
Green, Patricia Kendall, Wayne Wilson, Jamie Thomason Houghton, Patsy Goode, Steven Duncan,
Jimmie Boyles, Hazel Evans, Kenny James, Christy Carmichael Cavin, Ron Gault, Jane Fowler, Dorothy Hogue and Christian Sympathy to the Grady family on the death of Jason’s father, Larry Grady
and to friends and family of MacKenzie Paro on her death.
Church Office Information
*Monday-Friday, 9am-2:30pm *501-676-6767 *fumclonoke@sbcglobal.net

